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persons unfamiliar with their treacherous
character. Many an unwary traveler in a
strange region has been engulfed in quick-
sand in trying to make his way across it, and
has gradually sunk into it to his death. Where
it is necessary to conduct engineering opera-
tions in quicksand areas, pipes filled with
brine are sunk into the sand and the sur-
rounding mass is hardened by freezing; some-
times, too, caissons are used to overcome the
difficulty. See caisson.
QUICK'SILVER. See mercury.
QUILLER-COUCH, kooch, arthur
thomas, Sir (1863- ), an English author,
born in Cornwall, and educated at Clifton
College, and at Trinity College, Oxford, where
he later became a lecturer in the classics. In
1887 he went to London, where for many years
he was an editor of The Speaker. In 1891
he settled in his native Cornwall, a country
which figures so charmingly in his novels and
romances. Troy Town, The Splendid Spur,
The Delectable Duchy and From a Cornish
Window are perhaps the best known of his
thirty-five volumes. Besides novels, he has
written numerous essays. In 1921 appeared
The Art of Reading.
QUINCE, kwintSy a small tree of the rose
family, with leaf, flower and fruit closely
resembling the apple and pear. It is a native
of the island of Crete, but is cultivated
throughout Europe and in America. The
fruit is unfit to eat unless cooked. The tree
is hardy and is cultivated throughout the
South and as far north as New York state,
where there are extensive orchards.
QUINCY, kwm'jsi, ill., the county seat of
Adams County, 265 miles southwest of Chi-
cago, on the Mississippi River and on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, the Wabash,
the Hannibal & Saint Joseph, the Saint Louis,
Keokuk & Northwestern and the Quincy,
Omaha, *& Kansas City railroads. The Mun-
icipal Airport is two miles from the business
center. There is steamboat service on the
river. The industrial establishments include
stove foundries, machine shops, show-case
works, and manufactories of air compressors,
shoes, optical goods, brick, flour, wagons,
agricultural implements, engines and various
other articles. The city has an elevated lo-
cation on a bluff 120 feet above the river.
It contains a senior high school, Notre Dame
Academy, Quiney College, a business college,
Quincy Memorial Sanatorium, and Adams
County Tuberculosis Sanitorium* Other in-
 stitutions are the state soldiers7 and sailors'
home, Saint Mary's and Blessing hospitals,
several homes for orphans and the aged, and
the Quincy Historical Society. A Federal
building, a courthouse, a Masonic Temple, a
state armory, a library, the Chamber of Com-
merce, and a city hall are prominent struc-
tures. There are eleven parks, covering more
than 150 acres, and a municipal golf course.
Quincy was settled in 1822 and was chartered
as a city in 1839. Population, 1930, 30,241.
QUINCY, josiah (1772-1864), an Ameri-
can lawyer and orator, born in Boston, of
prominent Revolutionary ancestry. He was
educated at Harvard and admitted to the
bar, after which he took an active interest in
politics. As an extreme Federalist he became
a member of the Massachusetts legislature in
1804, and the following year was elected to
Congress. He vigorously opposed the ad-
ministrations of Jefferson and Madison and
particularly denounced the purchase of
Louisiana, declaring it a just excuse for a
division of the Union, and later opposed the
War of 1812. In that year he retired from
Congress, devoted himself thereafter chiefly
to agriculture. However, he was subsequently
elected to the Massachusetts house of repre-
sentatives and later became mayor of Boston.
In 1829 he became president of Harvard Col-
lege, where he served with distinction until
1845. He wrote History of Harvard Univer-
sity and Life of John Quincy Adams.
QUINCY, mass., a city in Norfolk County,
on Quincy Bay, adjoining Boston on the
south, on the Town Eiver and on the New
York, New Haven & Hartford railroad, built
in 1833 as the Old Colony Railroad. It is^
primarily a residence place, but manufac-
tures telephones, and has a shipbuilding plant
and machine shops. The city has nearly
3,600 acres of public parks and playgrounds.
It contains the Woodward Institute for
girls, Eastern Nazareth College, the Crane
Public "Library and a city hospital. The
place was settled in 1625 as Mount Wollaston.
It remained a part of Braintree until its in-
corporation in 1792, when it was named in
honor of John Qnincy. It was the birthplace
of John Adams, John Quincy Adams and
John Hancock. Population, 1920, 47,876;
in 1930, 71,983, 'a gain of 50 per cent.
QUININE, kwi'mne, or Icwb-neen', a white
crystalline substance, inodorous, very bitter
and possessing the power to allay fevers. It is
the only remedy known for curing malaria

